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My grandparents took the

OId homestead in the

early days in Civii Wa「

tjmes. They came from

Wisconsin in a covered

WagOn When my father

WaS Only three yea「s old,

Thei「 main desire was for

their three sons to gain a

good education.
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My father and mother were hard-WOrking

Christian farmers on the oid

homestead…Coming out of the a「my…I

married and started farming on 80 ac「es

adjoining my fathe「’s with the use of his

machinery for cash rent.

[About 1930] my father bought a house in

Granada, Mimesota, the old home town and

[Goidie and l] moved on the farm, l bought

his machinery and iiked fa「ming, and car「ied

On for 5 years paying cash rent, MiIking

COWS, ralSlng Pigs, raISlng Sugar beets, and

dragging graveled 「oads for pay heIped,

Com sold for lO cents a bushel and hogs at

$3,00 per hundredweight. My machinery was

Wearing out and l quit farming. At that time

the Fede「al A「my Bonus was paid off. i had

the Iimit coming to $1500,OO, SO buiid a smalI

house in G「anada. A job could not be had

anywhe「e and l had to do something, SO

fina=y agreed to paint 7 sets of farm buiidings

OWned by a doctor…
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The town of Granada,

Minnesota, Where I was bom,

OnIy had a popuiation of 50O

With a schooi of eight g「ades

and two yea「s of high schoo看,

The schooi bu脚ng had four

iarge 「ooms in two stories,

With a Iarge bel=owe「. This

buiIding was quite adequate

for that day and age untiI two

mo「e yea「S Of high schooI

We「e added and a new

bu脚ng was erected in 1915.

The town was nicknamed

Sodom after the sinfuI city

mentioned in the Bible

because the pupils we「e so

tough and hard to manage, If

a student couid go to ciasses

fo「 a whoIe week without

getting into a fist fight you did

quite weIi,

lt was conside「ed a big joke

to tie a knot in the rope going

thru the ce輔g to the be=

tower so the beii couid not be

「ung. There were chunks of

COal thrown up into the be=

tower on the outside untiI the

janitor had to climb up the「e

and throw it a= out.

When the janitor left the coaI

Shed door unlocked, i reca看I

that a few times that pupiIs

Were locked inside by their

feliow ciassmates

There was no schoo看cafeteria those days and a債er eating a hasty lunch the boys headed for the Iivery bam to

Piay hide and seek"丁here is usua=y one big bu=y in every schooI and when a boy went to descend the Iadde「

from the hay loft he stood below with a buggy whip and whipp[ed the bare iegs ofthose who tried to descend.

This bully had in mind to keep every one up in the Io債10ng enOugh so theywouid be lateforschooI, I wentto

the back end of the haymow and jumped out a window and Ianded on a Iarge manure piie. I 「an across the

railroad t「acks and reached schoo=n time so I was not ta「dy and thus escaped the punishment of staying a債er
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